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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horwich  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Downes,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present,  for  your  information  and 
consideration,  my  first  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Horwfich.  It  covers  the  period  ended  31st  December, 
1948. 

The  year  under  review  has  seen  many  far  reaching 
changes  in  the  administrative  field  of  public  health.  On 
the  5th  July,  1948,  all  the  public  health  services  formerly 
provided  by  you,  with  the  exception  of  those  immediately 
concerned  with  environmental  hygiene,  passed  under  the 
administration  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  The  essential  services  so  transferred 
were  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  including 
the  Health  Visiting  Service;  the  Ambulance  Service;  the 
Home  Help  Service  and  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Service. 

At  the  same  time  the  former  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  had  served  the  district  for  over  forty  years,  retired  and 
I succeeded  him. 

Accordingly,  much  of  the  Statistical  and  other  detailed 
information  in  regard  to  the  Services  now  transferred  can 
only  be  given  for  the  period  ended  4th  July,  1948,  and  con- 
sequently,  is  not  readily  comparable  wfith  information  given 
in  preceding  Annual  Reports. 

The  Report,  therefore,  covers  two  well  defined  periods, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  4th  July,  and  from  the 
5th  July  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  should  be  read  in  the 
light  of  the  foregoing  remarks. 

The  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  19.1  per  1,000  for  the 
previous  year  to  14.5  per  1.000.  The  crude  death  rate  has 
fallen  slightly  by  0.3  per  1,000  bringing  it  within  0.7  of  that 
for  the  Country  as  a whole.  Similarly,  the  death  rate  from 
cancer  has  fallen  by  0.32.  On  the  other  hand  the  death  rate 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  has  risen  slightly  by  0.01. 
There  has  been  no  maternal  death.  Considerably  less 
children  lost  their  lives  before  reaching  their  first 
birthday,  4 as  compared  with  12  in  1947,  reducing  the  infan- 
tile mortality  rate  from  40  to  17. 
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Heart  disease  continues  as  the  most  prevalent  cause  of 
death  in  adults.  During  the  year  it  accounted  for  59  of  the 
178  deaths,  practically  a third  of  all  deaths. 

Provision  of  the  Health  Services  as  outlined  in  Sections 
B and  G in  the  body  of  the  Report  has  continued.  An 
overall  shortage  of  medical  officers  accentuated  by  the 
reshuffle  on  5th  July  unfortunately  deprived  Horwich  of  a 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  for  some  con- 
siderable time. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  have  been 
closely  supervised  throughout  the  year  and  appropriate 
action  taken,  where  indicated,  as  has  also  been  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  control  of  food  and  milk  supplies. 

Details  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  and  control  of  noti- 
fiable infectious  disease  will  be  found  under  Section  F. 

Measles  and  scarlet  fever,  as  last  year,  193  and  96  noti- 
fications respectively,  and  chicken  pox,  193  notifications, 
have  been  the  outstanding  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 
The  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  whooping  cough, 
now  the  most  serious  of  the  infectious  diseases  affecting 
child  life  in  this  Country.  No  case  of  diphtheria,  poliomye- 
litis or  small  pox  was  reported. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
officials  and  their  staffs,  present  and  former,  for  their  inval- 
uable assistance  in  the  compilation  of  this  report  and  in 
other  directions  and  in  particular  to  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  has  collected  much  of  the  statistical  inform- 
ation and  provided  the  essential  matter  contained  in  Sections 
C,  D,  and  E. 

I am  also  grateful  to  you,  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council,  for  your  continued  interest  and  support 
during  the  latter  half  of  a difficult  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


T.  PATTON  SEWELL. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  3,254. 

Population  - Census  1931  . . ...  ...  15,680. 

„ - 1948  * 15,370. 

,,  - Children  under  5 * ...  ...  1,255. 

,,  - ,,  age  5 to  14  * ...  ...  1,823. 


(*  Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year  Estimate  - 1948) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948), 

according  to  Rate  Books,  4685 

Rateable  Value  ...  . . ...  ...  . £77,259. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  ...  ...  £295. 

Social  Conditions: — No  change. 


Vital  Statistics, — 

(Rates  calculated  on  a population  basis  of  15,3)70) 


BIRTHS 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

114 

104 

218 

Illegitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Total  115 

108 

223 

Live  Birth 

Rate  (per  1,000)... 

... 

14-5. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate. . 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate. 

nil 

1 

1 

Total  5 

5 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  - 42. 
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DEATHS 


All  causes 92 

8 b 

178 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000) 
Maternal  Deaths 

11*5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive 

sepsis 

nil. 

Other  Maternal  causes 

• . . 

. . . 

nil. 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  T000  live  and  still  Births)  nil. 

Infantile  Deaths  (under  1 year) 

Legitimate  ...  2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ...  nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  2 

2 

4 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

18 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Nil 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

17 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

. . . 

29 

Rate  per  1,000 

. . • 

T8 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages) 

. . ♦ 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

• . . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

4 

Rate  per  1,000 

. . . 

0 2 

The  following  table  gives  comparable  rates  for  the  preced- 
ing year  1947,  the  mean  rates  for  the  preceding  5 year  period 
1943  to  1917  inclusive  and  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  1948 
rates  on  the  latter: — 

Maternal 

Live  Mortality 

Birth  Death  Rate 

Rate  Rate  Live  All 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate 

Cancel- 

Death 

Rate 

T.B. 

(Resp.) 

Death 

Rate 

1947 

19  1 1 18  Nil  Nil 

40 

2-2 

0*25 

Mean 

1943-47  17*3  12  2 1 58  T50 

48 

T71 

0-39 

1948 

14  5 1T5  Nil  Nil 

17 

T88 

0-26 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1948  on  Mean  1943-47 
—2-8  —0.7  —1*58  —1*50  —31 


-f  0*17  —0H3 


rr 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
various  diseases  during  the  year  1948  : 


Causes  of  Death. 


Mai  es.  Females. 


All  Causes 


92 


86 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  .. . ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  2 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ..  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesophagus  (M)  Uterus  (F)  4 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 
Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  9 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  16 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  27 

Other  diseasesof  Circulatory  System  I 
Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pneumonia...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ...  0 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis  0 
Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  0 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injuries,  Infant  Diseases  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  0 

Road  Traffic  accidents  ...  0 

Other  violent  causes  ...  2 

All  other  causes  ...  9 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

u. 
( ! 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

40 

1 

14 

32 

2 

7 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infecti  ms  Diseases  in  the  Year  1048. 


Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns 


• 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 

Boro’s  and 
Great  Towns 
• including 
London 

118  Smaller 
Towns 
\ Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1981  Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

1 

Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Popu 

lation 

Births  : 

Live  Births  ...  

17  9 (a) 

20-0 

19’2 

20T 

Still  „ 

042(a) 

052 

0 43 

039 

Deaths  : 

All  Causes 

10-8  (a) 

11.6 

10  7 

116 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

000 

0 00 

000 

04)0 

Whooping  Cough 

0-02 

002 

002 

001 

Diphtheria 

000 

000 

000 

001 

Tuberculosis  ... 

0.51 

0 59 

046 

0-63 

Influenza 

0.03 

003 

004 

0-02 

Smallpox 

. 

# 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

0'01 

001 

o-oi 

o-oo 

Pneumonia 

041 

038 

0-36 

054 

Notifications  (Corrected)  : 

Typhoid  fever... 

001 

000 

o-oi 

0 00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

o-oi 

001 

o-oi 

0 01 

Cerebro  Spinal  fever  . . 

003 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1-73 

1-90 

1-82 

1 37 

Whooping  Cough 

342 

3 51 

3 31 

3-13 

Diphtheria 

0-08 

o-io 

0-09 

0T0 

Erysipelas 

021 

0-23 

0 21 

0-22 

Smallpox 

t 

Measles... 

9-34 

975 

8-81 

9-17 

Pneumonia 

073 

0-84 

0-60 

0 57 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

004 

0-05 

004 

0-04 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

000 

000 

000 

0-00 

Deaths : 

Rates  per  1 

000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 

34  (b) 

39 

32 

31 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age 

3-3 

4-5 

2-1 

24 

Notifications  (Corrected)  : 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia... 

6 89 

8-90 

4-71 

7-34  (c) 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


XXZLT. 


Rates  per  1.000  Total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 


Rates  per  Million 

women  aged  15-14 


140  Abortion  with  Sepsis. 

141  Abortion  without  Sepsis 
147  Puerperal  Infections.. . . 
142-146,  148-150  Other 

Maternal  Causes  ... 


Oil 

005 

013 

0 73 


9 

4 


(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  (b)  Per  1,000  related  births, 

(c)  In  London  Puerperal  fever  alone  was  0'61. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Prior  to  December  - Public  Health  Laboratory, 
York  Place,  Manchester. 

Since  December  - Regional  Hospital  Laboratory, 
Bolton  Royal  Infirmary. 

X-ray  Facilities :- 

Available  at  the  Bolton  Royal  Infirmary.  Special 
facilities  for  tuberculosis  patients  at  the  County 
Dispensary. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Prior  to  5th  July  - as  previously. 

Since  5th  July  - Lancashire  County  Council  Ambu- 
lance Service,  one  Station  of  which  is  situated  at 
the  Horwich  Fire  Station. 

Home  Helps 

Prior  to  5th  July  - as  previously.  Since  5th  July  - 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Home  Help 
Services. 

Home  Nursing:- 

Prior  to  5th  July  - by  the  local  District  Nursing 
Association.  Since  5th  July  - by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  Home  Nursing  Service. 

Midwives:- 

Two  domiciliary  midwives  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council  Midwifery  Service  and 
resident  in  the  area. 

Health  Visiting:- 

as  previously.  One  Health  Visitor,  who  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Lancashire  County  Staff  on  5th  July, 
is  provided. 

Clinics:- 

(a)  ^Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Horwich  Welfare  Clinic  - Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  p.m. 

(b)  * Antenatal  and  Postnatal. 

Horwich  Welfare  Clinic  - Tuesday  a.m. 

(c)  Minor  Ailments  - School  Children  (Lancs.  C.C.) 
Horwich  School  Clinic  - Monday  a.m. 

Friday  a.m.  and  p.m. 


(d)  Orthopaedic  (Lancs.  C.C.) 

Horwich  School  Clinic  - 1st  Wednesday  a.m. 

each  month. 

(e)  Ophthalmic  (Lancs.  C.C.) 

Horwich  School  Clinic  - Wednesday  a.m. 

(f)  "'"Artificial  Sunlight.  * 

Horwich  Welfare  Clinic  - Monday  and  Friday 

a.m. 

(g)  ^Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Horwich  Welfare  Clinic  - as  required. 

(h)  Speech  Therapy. 

No  local  facilities. 

(i)  Dental  (Lancs.  C.C.) 

Horwich  School  Clinic  - Monday  p.m. 

Tuesday  a.m.  and  p.m.,  Friday  p.m. 

(j)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  (Lancs.  C.C.) 

34,  St.  Thomas’s  Road,  Chorley. 

(k)  V.D. 

Clinics  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Ven- 
ereal Disease  are  provided  by  County  and 
County  Borough  Councils.  Patients  may  at- 
tend any  Clinic  and  no  charge  is  made.  The 
nearest  clinic  is  the  V.D.  Clinic,  Civic  Centre, 
Bolton. 

(*Transf erred  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
on  5th  July,  1948). 

Nursing  Homes:- 

There  are  no  nursing  homes,  either  maternity  or 
general  in  the  district. 

Hospitals  :- 

(a)  General  - Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  and  other 
hospitals  in  the  area. 

(b)  Infectious  Disease  - Whelley  Isolation  Hospital 
and  since  5th  July  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the 
Bolton  and  District  Hospital  Area. 

(c)  Small  Pox  - Bury  and  District  Hospital,  Ains- 
worth, Nr.  Bury. 

(d)  Tuberculosis  - Fall  Birch  Isolation  Hospital  and, 
since  5th  July,  other  Sanatoria  in  the  Bolton 
and  District  Hospital  Area. 

(e)  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  - Manchester  Royal 
Eye  Hospital. 
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(f)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  - Monsall  Fever  Hospital. 

(g)  Maternity  - Townleys  Hospital,  Farnworth, 
normal  and  abnormal  cases  and  in  addition, 
since  5th  July,  “Haslam,”  “Havercroft,”  and 
“Heaton  Grange”  Maternity  Homes,  Bolton, 
for  normal  cases. 

(h)  Orthopaedic  - Bolton  Royal  Infirmary,  Manches- 
ter Royal  Infirmary,  and  Biddulph  Grange  Or- 
thopaedic Hospital. 

(i)  Children  - Royal  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital, 

Pendlebury,  and  the  general  hospitals. 

(j)  Diseases  of  the  Eye  - Manchester  Royal  Eye 
Hospital  and  the  general  hospitals. 

(k)  Diseases  of  the  Skin  - Manchester  Royal  Skin 
Hospital  and  the  general  hospitals. 

(l)  Cancer  - Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium 
Institute,  Manchester,  and  the  general  hospitals. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegiti- 
mate Children:- 

through  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Scheme. 

Care  of  Children  under  the  Children  Act,  1948:- 

Lancashire  County  Council  Children’s  Committee. 

Convalescent  Treatment:- 

under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Convalescence  :- 

under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Residential  Accommodation  under  Part  III  National  Assis- 
tance Act,  1948:- 

Lancashire  County  Council. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — The  sources  are  Moorland,  Pumping  Station,  dis- 
used mine  water  and  springs.  Filtration  and  chlorination  schemes 
are  in  operation.  'The  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  water 
has  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  approximately  4656  houses  with  a population  of 
15,298  supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains.  Approximately 
29  houses  on  the  hillside  with  a population  of  72  rely  on  a well 
or  spring. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  important  extensions  made 
during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation T here  are  4697  Fresh  Water 
Closets,  927  Waste  Water  Closets,  56  Pail  Closets  and  12  Privy 
Middens  now  existing  in  the  district.  Durin  g the  year,  2<  > waste 
water  closets  have  been  converted  to  fresh  water  closets. 

Public  Cleansing. — During  the  year,  2385  privies,  ashpits 
and  pails,  and  182,260  dustbins  have  been  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
workmen,  making  approximately  3,790  tons  of  refuse  removed. 

Dry  refuse  is  collected  from  dustbins  into  dustless  low 
loading  refuse  removal  motor  vehicles.  Earth  closets  & privies 
after  emptying  are  cleansed  and  purified  with  a disinfectant. 

All  refuse  is  conveyed  to  Red  Moss  Tip  and  disposed  of  by 
means  of  Controlled  'hipping. 

Salvage  : — A scheme  is  in  operation  for  the  salvaging 
of  clean  waste  paper,  rags,  kitchen  waste,  etc.  4'he 
amount  of  salvaged  material  sold  during  the  year  totalled 
1 74  tons. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area: — 4'he  following  is  a 
classified  statement  of  the  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspec- 
tions made  during  1948  : 

Houses  and  other  premises  ...  ...  2305 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  etc..  24 

Smoke  ...  ...  . ...  ...  21 

Refuse  Collection,  Salvage,  etc.  ...  142 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  59 

Factories  without  mechanical  power...  22 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  98 

Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  269 

Water  3 

During  the  year  2016  defects  or  nuisances  were  discovered. 

The  number  of  defects  or  niusances  abated  was  2090  of 
which  499  were  brought  forward  from  1947. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances  and  defects 
remedied 


Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

House  roofs  repaired  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Repairs  to  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Defective  spouting  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  106 

New  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

New  dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

House  walls  re-plastered...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  277 

House  doors  and  floors  repaired. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Repairs  to  drains  ...  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  272 

Closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

General  repairs  and  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 


Factories  Act , 7937. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  128  (3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  required  to  report  specifically  on  the  administration 
of  matters  under  Parts  1 and  8 of  this  Act,  which  are  administered 
by  the  District  Council. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

21 

20 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

75 

59 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Autority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  ... 

5 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

101 

81 

9 

LmJ 

— 

14 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
ound 

Nu  mber 
ot  cases 

Particulars 

Fou  nd 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M, 
Inspector  Inspector 

! 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2J  ... 

U n reason  a b le  t em  pera  t u re 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

4 ’ 

4 



(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitableor defective  .. 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

2 

2 

1 

Total 

8 

7 

— 

9 

ImJ 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 
OUTWORK.  Nil. 


Shops  and  Offices. — No  change. 

Camping  Sites. — No  sites  have  been  used  for  camping, 
either  civil  or  military,  during  the  year  and  no  Licence  under 
Section  239  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  issued. 

Smoke  Abatement. — -A  meeting  of  the  North  West  Division- 
al Council  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  was  held 
at  the  Public  Hall,  Horwich,  on  the  26th  February,  1948.  An 
address  was  given  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  “Some 
aspects  of  the  smoke  problem  in  Horwich.”  Following  the 
meeting,  members  witnessed  a demonstration  of  patent  firegrates. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the  Chairman  of  the  North 
West  Divisional  Council  expressed  appreciation  to  the  Council 
for  the  excellent  arrangements  made  to  accommodate  the 
meeting  and  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  had  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  ever  organised  for  the  Society. 

Offensive  Trades.- — No  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the 
district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  — None  registered. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings — Non  Registered. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public  or 
privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — During  the  year  11  privately 
owned  houses  were  found  to  be  bug  infested.  Mouldings  and 
wooden  skirtings  were  removed  and  the  houses  disinfested  with 
Zaldecide.  (I).D.T.)  Before  tenants  are  removed  to  Council  houses 
their  belongings  are  inspected.  All  houses  visited  are  examined 
and  general  cleanliness  insisted  upon. 

Scabies. — The  number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  shows  that  this  affection  is  definitely  declining. 

No  Station  is  provided  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons 

Schools  .‘—The  general  standard  of  the  sanitary  conditions 
at  the  schools  remains  reasonably  satisfactory  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  availability  of  labour  and  material  will  permit  the  carrying 
out  of  improvements  at  an  early  date.  Trough  closets  in  a 
number  of  schools  are  in  urgent  need  of  conversion  to  separate 
units.  During  the  year  7 such  tiough  closets  at  one  school  have 
been  converted  to  fresh  water  closets. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  ign  and  ig28. — There  are  no  premises 
at  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

Rodent  Control:  — During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operator 
has  again  been  actively  engaged  surveying  the  district.  All  types 
of  properties  and  land  have  been  inspected  and  where  necessary 
treatment  has  been  satisfactorilv  carried  out.  A maintenance 

me 

treatment  of  the  sewers  has  been  carried  out  together  with  regular 
treatment  of  the  refuse  tip  and  other  Local  Authority  premises. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Attention. — Conver- 
sion of  waste  water  closets  to  water  closets. 
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SECTION  D. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  23  cowkeepers  within  the  district 
and  approximately  391  cows  and  there  are  29  Dairymen  or  Milk 
Purveyors  other  than  cowkeepers. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  examines  the  cows  clinically  every  quarter.  Samples 
of  milk  are  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

Inspection  of  farms,  dairies  and  milkshops  is  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  and  Regulations. 

Bakehouses.  — There  are  29  bakehouses  in  the  District.  All 
are  well  kept. 

Markets. — There  is  one  covered  market  in  the  District  open 
on  each  Friday. 

Food  Condemned. — The  following  meat  and  other  foods 
were  condemned  during  1948  as  being  unfit  for  human  consump- 


tion 

Dried  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  295  lbs. 

Fish  84  lbs. 

Fruit  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 Jbs. 

Pickles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 lbs. 

Pudding  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  42. lbs. 

Walnuts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 lbs. 

Tinned  Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lib. 

4'inned  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3033  lbs. 

4'inned  Jam,  Marmalade,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  211  lbs. 

4'inned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1617  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  ...  39  lbs. 

4'inned  Mussels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167  lbs. 

4'inned  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 lb. 

4'inned  Rabbit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 lb 

Tinned  Soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  60  lbs. 


Shell-Fish.- — There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the 
district. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.— Premises  registered  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers) 
Act,  1938,  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year  and  a 
good  standard  prevails  throughout  the  district. 
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SECTION  E. 

HOUSING. 


Statist ics.  — Number  of  houses  erec  ted  during  the  year 


(i)  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  ..  ..  . ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  ...  391 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  1(390 

Number  of  duelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

u o 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  295 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  taken  ...  257 

Statutory  Action  taken  under  the  Housing 


Statutory  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  in  which  formal  notice  to  remedy  the 
defects  was  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  reme- 

died as  a result  of  formal  notice  (includes 
17  from  1947) 27 

Number  of  back  to  back  houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Conditions . — The  shortage  of  houses  is  as  acute  as  elsewhere  in 
the  County.  1 he  general  standard  of  existing  housing  remains 
fair  but  much  repair  work  remains  necessary,  d'he  principle 
defects,  as  elsewhere,  are  poor  state  of  repair  of  roofs,  walls  and 
woodwork,  dampness  and  overcrowding. 

There  are  approximately  1(33  families  living  in  rooms  out  of 
a total  of  (370  applicants  for  a Council  house.  A number  of 
the  families  living  in  rooms  include  young  married  couples  living 
with  relatives. 

In  order  to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  houses  84  new  Council 
houses  were  erected  and  tenanted  during  the  year.  A further  78 
houses  are  to  be  built.  A number  of  these  are  already  in  course 
of  erection.  It  is  hoped  that  this  figure  will  be  considerably 
increased  in  the  near  future. 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. — No  case  was  reported.  Section  26  of  the  Nat- 
ional Health  Service  Act,  which  came  into  effect  on  the 
5th  July,  1948  made  vaccination  voluntary  by  repealing 
the  Vaccination  Acts  1867  to  1907  and  made  it  a duty  of 
every  Local  Health  Authority  (for  this  area  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council)  to  make  arrangements  with 
medical  practitioners  for  the  vaccination  of  persons  in 
the  area  of  the  authority  against  smallpox.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  see.  in  due  course,  the  effects  of  this 
legislation  upon  the  vaccination  rate  of  the  Country  as 
a whole. 

Vaccination  continues  to  be  provided  free. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 96  cases  were  notified  as  against  81  last- 
year  and  the  majority  were  admitted  to  hospital.  No 
case  died.  Isolation  and  disinfection  remain  the  essen- 
tial preventive  measures  but  their  true  value  in 
reducing  the  severity  of  the  disease,  as  we  see  it  today, 
if  not  in  diminishing  its  incidence,  can  only  reach 
solution  in  the  light  of  future  research.  It  is  certainly 
now  for  consideration  whether  hospitalisation  is 
required  except  in  exceptional  cases. 

Diphtheria. — No  case  or  carrier  was  notified,  as  last  year. 
This  is,  indeed,  encouraging.  A rapid  decline  in  the 
incidence  of,  and  the  death  rate  from,  diphtheria,  has 
taken  place  throughout  the  Country  following  the 
introduction  of  active  immunisation  10  years  ago. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  has  been 
continued  and  has  met  with  a ready,  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory  response.  Since  5th  July  free  immunisa- 
tion by  a person’s  private  practitioner  has  been  avail- 
able. 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  has  been  the  immunising 
agent  of  choice  for  the  younger  children  and  Toxoid 
Antitoxin  Floccules  for  the  older  children. 

A course  of  two  injections,  commencing  about  the 
8th  or  9th  month  of  life,  with  a month  between  each  of 
the  injections  is  recommended.  This  permits  of 
development  of  active  immunity  by  the  first  birthday 
and  before  the  period  of  greatest  mortality  risk. 
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A reinforcing,  or  ' booster'  dose  is  desirable  at  the 
age  of  5,  before  entering  school,  particularly  as  the 
disease  is  most  prevalent  during  early  school  life,  and 
a further  reinforcing  dose  between  the  8th  and  the  10th 
birthday. 

The  numbers  of  persons  so  immunised  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  4th  July,  1948  (when  the  ser- 
vice was  transferred  to  the  County)  were:- 


Pre-school  children 90 

School  children  5 

Re-inf orcement  dose 18 


Three  throat  swabs  from  suspected  cases  of  diph- 
theria were  examined  under  the  arrangements  made 
prior  to  5th  July.  Diphtheria  bacilli  were  not  found 
on  any  of  the  swabs. 

Responsibility  for  the  provision  of  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin for  therapeutic  purposes  passed  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  on  5th  July.  Since  that  date  the  Board 
have  made  supplies  available  free  to  general  practition- 
ers from  stocks  established  at  certain  hospitals  including 
Bolton  Royal  Infirmary.  This  new  arrangement,  where- 
by stocks  are  more  centralised  than  previously,  entails 
travelling  to  collect  supplies  and  loss  of  time  in  an 
emergency.  Unless  the  Board  can  arrange  to  further 
decentralise  stocks  as  previously,  or  ensure  express 
delivery  to  the  place  where  required  on  a telephone  call, 
general  practitioners  will  inevitably  keep  a larger 
stock  themselves  than  usual  which  would  be  uneconom- 
ical in  view  of  the  limited  life  of  stored  antitoxin. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  case  reported. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia— No  case  reported. 

Pnuemonia. — 11  cases  were  notified,  2 of  which  were  ad- 
mitted to  hospital. 

Erysipelas. — 9 cases  occurred.  3 being  admitted  to  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  case  reported. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  case  reported. 

Meningococal  Meningitis  (Cerebro  Spinal  Fever). — No  case 
reported. 

Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis). — No  case  reported. 
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Chicken  Pox. — This  infectious  disease  has  remained  notifi- 
able in  the  District.  125  cases,  as  compared  with  13 
the  previous  year,  were  so  notified. 

Measles. — Once  again  this  was  the  most  prevalent  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  193  cases  were  notified, 
representing  nearly  half  the  total  of  all  diseases  notified. 
Cases  generally  were  not  severe  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — Only  3 cases  occurred  as  against  19  the 
previous  year.  Having  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  in  other  areas  3 notifications  represent  a remark- 
ably low  incidence. 

With  the  subjugation  of  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  has  now  become  the  most  serious  infectious  dis- 
ease of  child  life  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  searching 
and  widescale  field  experiment  now  being  conducted  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council  will  reveal  an  effective 
and  practical  method  of  immunisation.  Meanwhile, 
though  immunisation  material  is  available  on  the  mar- 
ket and  is  provided  under  the  general  practitioner 
service,  no  authoritative  recommendation  of  value  can 
be  made. 

HOSPITAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

It  has  been  the  general  practice  to  admit  cases  of  minor 
infectious  disease  to  Whelley  Isolation  Hospital.  Had  a 
major  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  steps  would  have 
been  taken  for  its  admission  to  the  appropriate  hospital  as 
indicated  under  Section  B - General  Provision  of  Health 
Services  for  the  area  - given  earlier  in  the  body  of  this 
Report. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ( other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  194ft- 
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'Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


Notifications  : 


Pu  l m o n a ry  Tu b e rcu  losis. 
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There  was  one  non-notified  fatal  case  of  tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  and  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 


SECTION  G. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  up  to  5th  July, 

1948 


Health  Visiting 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitor  : 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and 

5 years... 


First  visits  29 
Total  visits  37 
First  visits  131 
Total  visits  1225 


Total  visits  537 


Welfare  Clinic  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centre  : 

(i)  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  2137 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 yrs.  287 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre 

for  the  first  time  during  the  year  : 

(i)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  122 

(ii)  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  7 


Ante-natal  clinics  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers  123 

{ b ) Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  at  the 
clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 


Sunlight  Clinic  : 

(a)  Children  between  the  ages  of  0 and  5 given  exposures  4 

(b)  Total  number  of  exposures  ...  ...  ...  89 

{c)  Total  number  of  school  children  given  exposures  — 

(d)  Total  number  of  exposures  given 

Special  Clinics  : Mothers.  Children. 

Cases  referred  to  Dental  Clinic  ...  2 ...  — 

„ ,,  Ophthalmic  Clinic..  — ...  12 

,,  ,,  Orthopaedic  Clinic...  — ...  5 

Home  Helps. 

Three  H ome  Helps  have  been  available  upto  5th  July,  when 
the  service  was  transferred  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
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